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Executive summary 
 

1. In Asia and China, @ sub city level and neighbourhood level, there is a lack of research*  on the 
relationship between climate change preparedness, liveability, wellbeing, sustainable transport, 
and Built Environment (BE) dimensions such as high, and very high density, in particular around 
TOD service areas 

 
2. Recent meta-review of worldwide research*  in placemaking-urban design shows a disproportionate 

level of US and EU studies and a lack of knowledge in Asia and China ς APAC. 
 

3. Recent meta-reviews of worldwide research* shows that there are knowledge deficiencies about 
TOD communities design and TOD service areas design in general and in Asia in particular - APAC 
 

4. New towns (NT), new districts (ND), new extensions (NE) in China are now  maturing. There is a lack 
of understanding of their performance. In the light of the national policy agenda moving from 
quantity to quality, NT, ND, NE performance should be better understood. 
 

5. Recent meta-review of worldwide research*  on the benefits of urban density shows a 
disproportionate level of US and EU studies and a lack of knowledge in Asia and China ς APAC. 

 
 

*in English 

 
Recommendations 

1. To create research prize strands distinguishing research from practice and from academia 
2. HKIUD research prize(s) should incentivise APAC urban design research 
3. Research prize should be thematically branded for example: 

a. Liveable TOD communities 
b. Liveable new town 
c. Liveable high density 
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MEGA THREAT: CLIMATE CHANGE 
 

 
Sources: 
https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/climate-risk-and-response-in-asia# 
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-the-high-emissions-rcp8-5-global-warming-scenario  

  

https://www.mckinsey.com/business-functions/sustainability/our-insights/climate-risk-and-response-in-asia
https://www.carbonbrief.org/explainer-the-high-emissions-rcp8-5-global-warming-scenario
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MEGA TREND: ASIA & SOUTH ASIA - POPULATION & URBANISATION, 1980-2016 /2020-50 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sources: World Bank, https://data.worldbank.org/indicator/SP.URB.TOTL.IN.ZS?end=2019&locations=US-
IN-ID-1W-CN-EU&start=1960&view=chart  Unicef https://www.unicef.org/sowc2012/urbanmap/   
 
Urbanisation 2020 

 
 
Urbanisation 2050 
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MEGA TREND: AGING POPULATION 2020-50 
Source: https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/median-age  
 

Median age 2020 

 
 
Median age 2050 

  

https://ourworldindata.org/grapher/median-age
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TREND ς TOD - 2020 
Source: adapted from Wikipedia https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_metro_systems#A  
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CHINA: URBAN RAIL 2000-20 
 

TOD Transit Oriented Development 
TAD Transit Adjacent Development 
TED Transit Environment Development 
TID Transit Inducing Development 
DIT Development Inducing Transit 

National Policy move:  
Å From quantity to urban quality  
Å To experiential and knowledge economy 
Å To smoothing socio-economic and spatial 

inequity 
Source (map): Peter Dovak, https://theoutline.com/post/4651/china-taiwan-mass-rapid-urban-transit-map-gif  
 

 
 
China urban rail 2020 

  

https://theoutline.com/post/4651/china-taiwan-mass-rapid-urban-transit-map-gif





















